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Overview

This presentation will cover a range of topics to facilitate a
process of public education and involvement in a
transparent and fair districting process.

* The California Voting Rights Act

* Districting vs. Redistricting vs. Gerrymandering
e Traditional Districting/Redistricting Principles

* Population and Composition

* Mapping of the City of Carpinteria
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What is the CVRA?

The California Voting Rights Act is a state law that
prohibits the use of At-Large election systems in local
government if there is racially polarized voting.

“At Large” is defined as anything other than a system in which an
elected official lives in a district, and is only elected by members
of that district.

“Racially Polarized Voting” is determined through an analysis
which quantifies the amount of voting which can be shown to be
correlated to race.
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What is the CVRA?

The California Voting Rights Act takes the principles of the
Federal Voting Rights Act and expands it regarding
districted elections in two key ways:

While Federal law uses “majority minority” districts as a standard
for vulnerability, the CVRA only requires “ability to influence.”

The CVRA requires that plaintiffs get full reimbursement for legal
fees associated with any successful challenge.
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What is the CVRA?

The California Voting Rights Act takes the principles of the
Federal Voting Rights Act and expands it regarding
districted elections in two key ways:

While Federal law uses “majority minority” districts as a standard
for vulnerability, the CVRA only requires “ability to influence.”

The CVRA requires that plaintiffs get full reimbursement for legal
fees associated with any successful challenge. These can be
lessened or eliminated if the district follows a strict and prompt
process for districting.
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What is Districting

definition

Districting is the initial process of creating election district
boundaries.

These boundaries determine:

e Eligibility to run for office - must live within boundaries to

qualify for election.
 Who votes in the election — only voters within the district

vote for their councilmember.
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What is Districting

definition

Districting is the initial process of creating election district
boundaries.

These boundaries do not determine:

* How the city decides to govern. The city can still work to
achieve goals that benefit the city as a whole rather than
the interests of any single district.

* How services or relationships between the city and the
public are managed.
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What is Redistricting

definition

Redistricting is the process of adjusting district lines every
10 years after the release of the US Census. The best
known examples are Congress and the legislature.

Within the US, redistricting has become an extremely
politicized process and been the subject of more high-
profile Supreme Court decisions than any other part of
our elections system.
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What is Gerrymandering

The Gerrymander

The term Gerrymander came
from a cartoon depicting a L |
rather serpentine looking district W§§ L
created by Governor Elbridge Gerry \§ o

in Massachusetts. -

\_,\‘\\‘f
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What is Gerrymandering

the Gerrymander

There are more recent "
examples of gerrymandering, #
even in California.

This 2001 Senate District is
a great example.
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What is Gerrymandering

How does gerrymandering work?
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What is Gerrymandering
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Traditional Redistricting Principles

Preventing a Districting from becoming a Gerrymander

There are a number of criteria that have been used
nationally and upheld by courts.

* Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
 Contiguous — districts should not hop/jump

* Maintain “communities of interest”

* Follow city/county/local government lines
 Keep districts compact — appearance/function
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Communities of Interest

Bringing like people together for representation

What is a community of interest includes ethnic and
language minorities and other groups.

Communities covered by the Voting Rights Act
* Latinos
* Asians

 African Americans

While race is a community of interest, it cannot be the
predominant factor in drawing districts.



© %% REDISTRICTING
(€% PARTNERS

Communities of Interest

Bringing like people together for representation

What is a community of interest includes ethnic and
language minorities and other groups.

Other Communities, example are:

* People living near an industry (farming, higher
education, manufacturing)

e Senior Citizens or Students

* Downtown / Urban

* Rural or Agricultural

* Homeowners or Renters



© %% REDISTRICTING
(€% PARTNERS

Traditional Redistricting Principles

Preventing a Districting from becoming a Gerrymander

There are a number of criteria that have been used
nationally and upheld by courts.

* Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
 Contiguous — districts should not hop/jump

* Maintain “communities of interest”

* Follow city/county/local government lines
 Keep districts compact — appearance/function



© %% REDISTRICTING
(€% PARTNERS

Traditional Redistricting Principles

Preventing a Districting from becoming a Gerrymander
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Traditional Redistricting Principles

Preventing a Districting from becoming a Gerrymander

New Criteria for 2020 under the Fair Maps Act:

* Count prisoner population at their residence prior to
incarceration.

* Defines “communities of interest” as not including relationships
with political parties, incumbents, or political candidates.

* Prohibits districts from being drawn for the purpose of favoring
or discriminating against a political party.

* Prohibits mid-decade redistricting.
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City of Carpinteria

Preliminary Findings

Estimated population according to the American
Community Survey is 13,376.

We can’t use the estimated population for the districting process, but
we can use it for planning purposes. Using this estimated population
to determine an estimated target size of a council district the ideal
population is:

Ideal Population for 5 districts: 2,675

Under the “equal population” criteria the total district population
deviation (from smallest to largest) cannot exceed 10%.
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City of Carpinteria

Preliminary Findings

For determining ethnicity of a district we use the
American Community Survey calculations of Citizen Voting
Age Population or “CVAP” which is also sometimes called
“eligible voters population”:

 CVAP: 8,871

* Asian CVAP: 167
 Latino CVAP: 2,642
 Black CVAP: 24

e  White CVAP: 6,020
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City Boundaries and Streets
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Latino CVAP
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Asian CVAP
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City of Carpinteria

What’s Next

of interest

and receive f

: eedba .

plans prior to board adoption ck on potential districting

D% I\ENS“\\C“IG
() PARTNERS

Community of Interest ‘Worksheet

Input can be provided in

public hearings or using our

Communit
Y of Intere
Worksheet. !

Yourinput is needed 10 shape the new disuict? for the North Matin Watet District Board of Director
you can be helpful by assisting the. board in developing 3 st of “communities
utilized in gistricing:

and one way
of interest” w'(m"muanbe

A Community of mmeu s any cohesive gr0u0 0! people that live ina geographicaly gefinable area and should b
mme« 35 2 potential voting Blo< o current or future election

There are some comMUNILes ofinterest that are tom-dﬂed «protected classes” in tha pat they have fights theoush
tate or federal vl ights O  ing rights laws. Some e Jos of protected classes 10 istricting would be ethnic
“ind racial minorities ke & oncentration of Latino, AR " African Amesicans Withio * (M\‘vnwul district
Protected classes canbe Sescribed through public input and there are federal databases that M

wherevet 3 r‘IKaMQ 1o define these areas and make sure that they are. e not peing har harmed by by the dl’ﬂn(\
boundaries.

There are other COI that &3 also sidered in districting. bt don't have the highe” Jegal requirements 2
ethnic or racial minorities, but s\rl are muul 1o the process. These could be (hnleﬂ of senior ¢
community, o€ 2 group of collese < students ving in 2 08N densely populated area near a campus, or people who ive it
a downtovm area of hilkside, agricultural, urban, ot even people who share ¢ mum “quch as transportation.
airport noise, dog parks, €16

at is the nature of the bond o common interest of your community? You can describe what the
ommo" interests of your community 3¢, and or how e important

2 Whereisyour our ComMUNITY ity located? Vou(mde(\mubv&m\monampmmrib&nck\wmwrdm
meelllll’v[s(mol board of other no‘mu\ boundaries.

3 What s the rationale fo¢ your community of interest 1o be used n this d«smu\l\ﬂ You can describe how
the community interacts with the agency being diswicted, and how the issues befort oard have a uniaue
impact on that community.

. Attend one of the informational meetings o¢ hearings! Goto nmwd.cO™ 1o learn more.

o Emaitheinformationt® info@nmud com n VOO own words o complete the attached worksheet

. ‘Mail or drop it off at: North Marin Water District, 999 Rush Creek P1, Novato, CA 94945



© %% REDISTRICTING
(€% PARTNERS

City of Carpinteria

What’s Next

Public hearings will be held to obtain input on
communities of interest and receive feedback

October 14, 2019 15t Public Hearing
September 2021 2"d Public Hearing
(Wait for Census Release Summer / Fall of 2021)
7 Days before 3™ Hearing Initial draft maps published
October 2021 15t Map Hearing
7 Days before 4th Hearing Publish amended draft maps (if any)
January 2022 2"d Map Hearing
7 Days before adoption Publish final map

February 2022 Adoption
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